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Creative Education: Safeguarding

2021/2022 Safeguarding Training Developments

✓On demand courses for all staff in school to meet all statutory requirements. 

✓Resources to accompany each course so you can build on learning in your setting. 

✓On demand courses for safeguarding leads and pastoral staff

✓Live courses for safeguarding leads 

✓Supportive peer group for safeguarding leads and a structured, assessed 
development course for those new in role.  

✓Pathways 

✓Specific courses (PMLD, safeguarding children with autism)



Today’s webinar

• Think about what peer on peer abuse is in a wider context.

• Consider how our understanding of the issue has changed in the last 12-18
months.

• Revisit statutory guidance and legislation.

• Consider what peer on peer abuse might look like for a child with PMLD.

• Consider why children with PMLD may be more vulnerable to peer on peer
abuse.

• Think about how to translate guidance into settings working with children
with PMLD.

• Consider how to engage staff and parents in this issue.



The updates

Peer on peer abuse is most likely to include, but may not be limited to:

• bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying);

• abuse in intimate personal relationships between peers;

• physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm
(this may include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages physical abuse);

• sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault; (this may include an online
element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual violence);

• sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment, which may be
standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse;

• causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing someone to strip, touch
themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party;

• consensual and non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi nude images and or videos (also known as
sexting or youth produced sexual imagery);

• upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without their permission,
with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or cause the victim
humiliation, distress or alarm; and

• initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving harassment, abuse or
humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group and may also include an online element).



What do all schools need to have in place?

Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure that their child protection policy includes:

• procedures to minimise the risk of peer on peer abuse;

• the systems in place (and they should be well promoted, easily understood and easily accessible) for
children to confidently report abuse, knowing their concerns will be treated seriously;

• how allegations of peer on peer abuse will be recorded, investigated and dealt with;

• clear processes as to how victims, perpetrators and any other children affected by peer on peer abuse will
be supported;

• a recognition that even if there are no reported cases of peer on peer abuse, such abuse may still be taking
place and is simply not being reported;

• a statement which makes clear there should be a zero-tolerance approach to abuse, and it should never be
passed off as “banter”, “just having a laugh”, “part of growing up” or “boys being boys” as this can lead to a
culture of unacceptable behaviours and an unsafe environment for children;

• recognition that it is more likely that girls will be victims and boys’ perpetrators, but that all peer on peer
abuse is unacceptable and will be taken seriously; and

• the different forms peer on peer abuse can take.



Relationships, sex and relationships and health 
education



Peer-on-peer abuse for those with PMLD

• Being at risk 

• What could this look like?

• Bullying (physical and/or emotional)

• Sexual abuse (sexual violence and sexual harassment)



Why and when this might this happen to a 
young person with PMLD?

Key questions to consider:

• Why this might happen?

• When might this happen?

See: Harmful sexual behaviour framework: an evidence-informed operational 
framework for children and young people displaying harmful sexual 
behaviours, second edition, London, NSPCC.

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1657/harmful-sexual-behaviour-framework.pdf


Signs and symptoms of peer-on-peer abuse

• Communication barriers

• Our responsibility

• Possible signs to look out for

• Be mindful and aware, these may or may not be signs of abuse



Practice – how can we keep children with PMLD 
safe?

•Communication

- teaching protective behaviours

- understanding of children’s needs, likes and 
dislikes (e.g. communication passports)

• PSHE and RSE

- shared language

- consent



Training considerations for staff and additional 
policies 

• Awareness of policies and procedures

✓ Behaviour policy
✓ Staff Behaviour policy/Code of Conduct
✓ Intimate care policy
✓ Moving and handling policy and procedures

• Moving and handling and medical training as needed

• Staff

• Building awareness



Engaging Parents:

• Engage 

• Parental input

• Awareness

• Clear strategies



Summary

• Consider the statutory guidance carefully and tailor it to your 
school and the needs of your children. 

• Ensure that staff receive detailed, regular and updated training 
on this issue and consider it from different angles. 

• Make sure all staff know children well and can notice where 
something could be wrong. 

• Maintain an attitude of ‘it does happen here’. 

• Continually reinforce consent and respect in every interaction 
with children to teach them in a practical way. 

Any questions? Any requests?



Links and things… 

• Keeping Children Safe in Education (2021)

• Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018)

• Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children in schools and colleges (2021)

• Harmful sexual behaviour framework: an evidence-informed operational framework for children and 
young people displaying harmful sexual behaviours, second edition, London, NSPCC.

• http://www.complexneeds.org.uk/modules/Module-4.2-Safeguarding---privacy,-dignity-and-
personal-care/All/m14p100c.html

• https://www.sexeducationforum.org.uk/sites/default/files/field/attachment/RSE%20for%20disabled
%20pupils%20and%20pupils%20with%20SEN%20-%20SEF.pdf

• https://www.sexeducationforum.org.uk/training/calendar/send-specialist-training-touch-and-
consent-learners-pmld-cldd

• https://equals.co.uk/rse-and-the-law-2020/

• https://www.barnardos.org.uk/research/unprotected-overprotected-meeting-needs-young-people-
learning-disabilities-who-experience-or-
are#:~:text=Unprotected%20Overprotected%3A%20meeting%20the%20needs%20of%20young%2
0people,experience%20or%20are%20at%20risk%20of%20sexual%20exploitation 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1657/harmful-sexual-behaviour-framework.pdf
http://www.complexneeds.org.uk/modules/Module-4.2-Safeguarding---privacy,-dignity-and-personal-care/All/m14p100c.html
https://www.sexeducationforum.org.uk/sites/default/files/field/attachment/RSE%20for%20disabled%20pupils%20and%20pupils%20with%20SEN%20-%20SEF.pdf
https://www.sexeducationforum.org.uk/training/calendar/send-specialist-training-touch-and-consent-learners-pmld-cldd
https://equals.co.uk/rse-and-the-law-2020/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/research/unprotected-overprotected-meeting-needs-young-people-learning-disabilities-who-experience-or-are#:~:text=Unprotected%20Overprotected%3A%20meeting%20the%20needs%20of%20young%20people,experience%20or%20are%20at%20risk%20of%20sexual%20exploitation

