
Creative Education: Safeguarding

2021 Safeguarding Training Developments

✓On demand courses for all staff in school to meet all statutory 
requirements. 

✓Resources to accompany each course so you can build on learning in 
your setting. 

✓On demand courses for safeguarding leads and pastoral staff

✓Assessment and participation tracking for all courses. 

✓Live courses for safeguarding leads 

✓Supportive peer group for safeguarding leads and a structured, 
assessed development course for those new in role.  

✓Pathways 

✓Specific courses (safer recruitment, managing allegations)
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Elizabeth Rose

So Safeguarding and Creative Education



Today’s webinar

What are the latest developments in the world of 

safeguarding?

• Keeping Children Safe in Education (2021)

• Sexual harassment and sexual violence guidance (2021)

• The Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools

• Updates to the inspection handbook (June 2021)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999348/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-handbook-eif/schools-inspection-handbook-for-september-2021


Major update – essential reading



Update to KCSIE: Key points
• 48 pages longer than the 2020 version. 

• Extended from early years, schools and colleges to cover 16-19 
academies (and apprenticeships) as well.

• Removed links to COVID guidance – remote learning embedded. 

• Emphasis on a ‘whole-school approach’ to safeguarding. 

• Guidance is for senior leadership teams. 

• Reading vs understanding – how can you check and evidence this?

• Part 1 or Annex A (a condensed version) and Annex B.

• Online safety training for staff (at induction and regularly thereafter) 
and more integration of online safety throughout. 

• Staff should be aware of vulnerabilities and overlapping safeguarding 
issues. 

• Response to Ofsted review is evident throughout. 

• Emphasis on information sharing. 



Update to KCSIE: Part 4

Following requests via the consultation for further information 
on low level concerns, we have separated Part four into two 

sections – Section one for allegations that may meet the 
threshold and Section Two for allegations/concerns that do 

not meet the threshold i.e. low level concerns. 

As such we have included in Section Two, information about 
concerns that do not meet the harm threshold. This includes 
what a low level concern is, making the link between low 
level concerns, staff code of conduct and safeguarding 

policies, and recording and sharing information with relevant 
parties including whether this information should be included 

in references.



Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools

Nationally collected statistics show that there has been a sharp 

increase in reporting of child sexual abuse to the police in 

recent years. 

Figures that include all child sexual abuse cases show that the 

police recorded over 83,000 child sexual abuse offences 

(including obscene publications) in the year ending March 

2020. This is an increase of approximately 267% since 2013. 

Research estimates indicate that approximately one quarter of 

cases of all child sexual abuse involve a perpetrator under the 

age of 18.



Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools

The review sought to

• Find out whether schools and colleges have appropriate

safeguarding processes in place.

• Consider whether current guidance is understood by schools and

colleges.

• Consider whether guidance is sufficient to help schools respond

effectively to allegations.

• Consider whether schools and colleges need further support in

teaching about sex and relationships.

• Assess whether current inspection regimes in state and private

schools are robust enough around the issue of sexual abuse.

• Consider how well schools and colleges are working with local

multi-agency safeguarding partners.



Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools
Headline findings

The following happens ‘a lot’ or ‘sometimes’…

• Sexist name-calling (92%)

• Rumours about their sexual activity (81%)

• Unwanted or inappropriate comments of a sexual nature (80%)
• Being sent pictures or videos that they didn’t want to see (88%)

• Being put under pressure to send sexual images of themselves (80%)

• Having their images shared on more widely than intended without

knowledge/consent (80%)

• Being photographed without their knowledge or consent (59%)

• Having pictures or videos of themselves that they didn’t know about being

circulated (51%).
• Sexual assault (79%)
• Feeling pressured to do sexual things that they didn’t want to do (68%)

• Unwanted touching (64%)



Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools

Key findings

• Many children have experienced some form of sexual harassment.

• Children were not positive about RSHE. They felt that the curriculum

was not equipping them with the information and advice that they

needed.

• In some cases, teachers and leaders underestimated the scale of the

problem.

• Professionals consistently underestimated the prevalence of online

sexual abuse.

• It is very difficult for schools to make decisions about how to handle

allegations of sexual abuse when there is no prosecution or

conviction. The guidance is not strong enough to help in making

decisions about this.

• This cannot be a school responsibility alone. The Online Safety Bill and

other, wider interventions will need to be part of the process.



Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools
There are several good practice models that encourage children and young

people to tell someone about abuse. The ‘Beyond referrals’ project includes

several recommendations to help schools develop an environment where

children and young people can talk to professionals about abuse.

These recommendations include:
engaging students in small-group sessions to discuss different forms of harmful

sexual behaviour

mapping the school and out-of-school spaces to identify where harmful sexual

behaviour takes place

using a curriculum-based approach to tackle a culture where reporting is

perceived as ‘snitching’.

The project also highlights the following as important:
• children having a trusting and positive relationship with an individual staff

member

• children being aware of previous positive experiences of school responses

• teachers showing that they respect students, listen and respond subtly

• having staff with a specialist role not linked to teaching or behaviour

https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/assets/documents/CSN_BeyondReferrals_SchoolsGuidance_ARTWORK.pdf


Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools

• Ensure that there is a culture of ‘it can happen here’ and re-

visit this in training.

• Revisit the policy and procedures for reporting, making sure

they include everything they need to and strengthening any

areas that need to be developed.

• Look at the behaviour policy and staff training and make sure

it includes effective ways to respond to ‘lower level’

behaviour incidents that may create a culture of harm.

• Re-review the new PSHE curriculum in light of these issues.

• Think carefully about reporting mechanisms and how to

strengthen the approach.

• Utilise pupil voice in a meaningful way.

• Keep a record of any incidents and actions taken to respond.



Reminder from Ofsted: RSHE Curriculum

• By the end of this academic year, primary schools are required to have

a policy in place for relationships education, or RSE for secondary

schools and where sex education is taught in a primary school

• Policy should set out the content, what is taught and how. It must

include parents’ withdrawal rights for their child, and how the

subject(s) is/are monitored and evaluated

• Parents should be consulted in the process

• Schools should begin some teaching of RSHE this year, prioritising

content on the needs of their pupils.

• The foundations of positive relationships and health and self care start

in the early years. The curriculum should take full account of children’s

learning from early years to Year 6.

• The RSHE curriculum must be accessible for all. School should pay

particular attention in how they support pupils with SEND.



KCSIE: Part 5
• Includes a reminder that staff should read this alongside the ‘Sexual violence and sexual 

harassment’ advice. 

• Makes it clear that SHSV can happen inside or outside of school and online. 

• Importance of acknowledging and understanding the scale of harassment and abuse.

• Highlights the need to be aware that children might not tell staff about their abuse and that it 
maybe that staff overhear a conversation or the child’s behaviour changes etc. 

• New information to highlight that how a school or college responds to an incident will impact 
future victims of sexual violence or sexual harassment. 

• Highlights a zero tolerance approach to sexual violence and sexual harassment.

• Clarification about regularly reviewing actions e.g. for patterns of inappropriate behaviour and 
bail considerations. 

• New section on unsubstantiated, unfounded, false or malicious reports which provides a 
reminder about recording concerns and what to do when a report is found to be 
unsubstantiated, unfounded, false or malicious. 

• A reminder to schools and colleges that sexual assault can result in a range of health needs and 
signposts to sources of support.

• Includes further information about harmful sexual behaviour and signposting to sources of 
support.



Sexting – additional terminology 

Peer on peer abuse is most likely to include, but may not be limited to: 

• bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying); 

• abuse in intimate personal relationships between peers;

• physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical 
harm (this may include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages 
physical abuse); 

• sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault; (this may include an 
online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual violence); 

• sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment, 
which may be standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse; 

• causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing someone to strip, 
touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party; 

• consensual and non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi nudes images and or videos (also 
known as sexting or youth produced sexual imagery);

• upskirting,which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without their 
permission, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or 
cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm; and 

• initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving harassment, 
abuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group and may also include an 
online element).

Sharing nudes and semi-nudes: Advice for education settings working with children and young people

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people


The school inspection handbook

Reminders

By 8am on the first day of inspection…

• records and analysis of exclusions, pupils taken off roll, incidents of poor behaviour

and any use of internal isolation

• the single central record for the school

• records and analysis of sexual harassment or sexual violence

• records and analysis of bullying, discriminatory and prejudiced behaviour, either

directly or indirectly, including racist, sexist, disability and

homophobic/biphobic/transphobic bullying, use of derogatory language and racist

incidents

• a list of referrals made to the designated person for safeguarding in the school and

those that were subsequently referred to the local authority, along with brief details

of the resolution

• a list of all pupils who have open cases with children’s services/social care and for

whom there is a multi-agency plan

• up-to-date attendance analysis for all groups of pupils



The school inspection handbook
Updates

Inspectors will also try to ensure that they speak to at least some

single-sex pupil groups to provide the opportunity for pupils to

speak more freely about issues such as sexual harassment, online

sexual abuse and sexual violence.

Behaviour and attitudes

…an environment in which pupils feel safe, and in which bullying,

discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual abuse and sexual

violence – online or offline – are not accepted and are dealt with

quickly, consistently and effectively whenever they occur.



The school inspection handbook
Updates

As part of assessing safeguarding, inspectors will consider how the school handles

allegations and instances of sexual harassment, online sexual abuse and sexual

violence. This includes checking :

• that the school has appropriate school-wide policies in place that make it clear

that sexual harassment, online sexual abuse and sexual violence (including

sexualised language) is unacceptable, with appropriate sanctions in place

• that the school’s policies are reflected in its curriculum (see the ‘relationships, sex

and health education’ section), which specifically addresses sexual harassment,

online abuse, sexual violence and issues of consent

• that the school’s staff have appropriate knowledge of part 5 the

government’s ‘Keeping children safe in education’ guidance

• that all pupils are supported to report concerns about harmful sexual behaviour

freely

• that concerns are taken seriously and dealt with swiftly and appropriately, and

pupils are confident that this is case

• that comprehensive records of all allegations are kept

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-handbook-eif/schools-inspection-handbook-for-september-2021#RSE
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2


The school inspection handbook
Updates

307. Inspectors will also look at how schools work to prevent sexual

harassment, online sexual abuse and sexual violence through a whole-

school approach that includes an effective behaviour policy, pastoral

support and a carefully planned relationships, sex and health education

curriculum.

Inspectors will expect schools to be alert to factors that increase

vulnerability or potential vulnerability such as mental ill health, domestic

abuse, children with additional needs, and children from groups at greater

risk of exploitation and/or of feeling unable to report abuse (for example,

girls and LGBT children).

Inspectors will also seek to understand how any barriers that could prevent

a pupil from making a disclosure, for example communication needs, are

identified and addressed.



The school inspection handbook
Updates

308. As set out in ‘Inspecting safeguarding in early years, education and skills settings’,

inspectors will expect schools, among other things, to:

• assume that sexual harassment, online sexual abuse and sexual violence are

happening in and around the school, even when there are no specific reports, and

put in place a whole-school approach to address them

• where incidents are reported, understand how to handle reports of sexual violence

and harassment between children, both on and outside school premises, in line with

the DfE’s guidance, and train their staff accordingly (including teachers delivering

relationships, sex and health education)

• have good awareness of the signs that a child is being neglected or abused, as

described in ‘What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused’

• be confident about what to do if a child reports that they have been sexually

abused by another child

• ensure that children are taught about safeguarding risks, including online risks

• support pupils to understand what constitutes a healthy relationship, both online

and offline

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-safeguarding-in-early-years-education-and-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a-child-is-being-abused--2


The school inspection handbook
Updates

309. Inspectors will not investigate allegations of harmful sexual

behaviour themselves, but will ensure that allegations are

reported to the appropriate authority, where that has not

already happened.

310. Where schools do have not adequate processes in place, it

is likely that safeguarding will be considered ineffective. This will

impact on the leadership and management judgement, as

explained below. Inspectors may also, depending on the

circumstances, take this evidence into account when

considering personal development and behaviour and attitude

judgements (particularly in respect of pastoral support and

pupils feeling safe respectively).



Things to think 
about…

• Reading KCSIE and SVSH 
(2021)

• Planning training for next 
year – September and 
ongoing

• Reviewing your record 
keeping and data

• Thinking about your 
approach to SVSH. 

• Planning opportunities 
for pupil voice.



Any questions?

Any requests?



Additional links mentioned 

• Beyond Referrals – CS Network

• Brook Traffic Light Tool

• Relationships Education, Relationships and

Sex Education and Health Education

guidance

• Farrer & Co: Developing and implementing a

low-level concerns policy: A guide for

organisations which work with children

https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/assets/documents/CSN_BeyondReferrals_SchoolsGuidance_ARTWORK.pdf
https://www.brook.org.uk/training/wider-professional-training/sexual-behaviours-traffic-light-tool/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/908013/Relationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf
https://www.farrer.co.uk/globalassets/clients-and-sectors/safeguarding/low-level-concerns-guidance-2020.pdf

