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GCSE Language and Structure
Reading Ability and the Impact on Language and

Structure

Cognitive Load Theory

https://www.mindtools.com/aqxwcpa/cognitive-load-theory

https://www.mindtools.com/aqxwcpa/cognitive-load-theory


GCSE Language and Structure
The Programme Approach

The maxim, which is grounded in research on how students
learn, starts with what students can do.

Teaching does not always equate to learning!

The tutor teaching, generalising learning across the syllabus
and giving the students ownership of their progress.

Assessment for learning (AfL), also known as formative 
assessment, refers to any assessment activity that guides

learning. Unlike summative assessment which evaluates

pupil knowledge and achievement after a period of learning

is complete, assessment for learning involves evaluating

small content areas as part of the ongoing learning process.

This guide explores the key features of AfL and how it can

be developed and applied effectively in the classroom. 

Characteristics of effective classroom
assessment 

P

We note the recent work by Black and Wiliam (2018) which uses the term
‘classroom assessment’ to encompass both assessment of and assessment
for learning, when the decision-making around the assessment (the why,

how and what) lies with the teacher. This wider definition is useful when

considering all the opportunities there are to use assessment to improve
teaching and learning.

Brushing up on assessment

Assessment
for learning

One of 
ten guides for

school practitioners

and those looking


to brush up on 
their assessment


knowledge
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https://www.nfer.ac.uk/media/3094/assessment_for_learning.pdf

https://www.nfer.ac.uk/media/3094/assessment_for_learning.pdf
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/media/3094/assessment_for_learning.pdf


GCSE Language and Structure
Why Teach Language and Structure?

https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lflfe/

The Developing Reading Programme examined some research
undertaken by Lancaster University working in partnership with
several colleges from the north of England.

https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lflfe/


Geoff Petty

GCSE Language and Structure
Sources of Research

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/

Alex Quigley

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/


GCSE Language and Structure
The Reading Process

Is the purpose of reading to look for specific information or to
read closely to understand a challenging text?




Background Knowledge 



GCSE Language and Structure
Assessing Background knowledge

Practitioner Research and Evidence Portal: Education and
Training Foundation Excellence Gateway 

https://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/prep

https://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/prep


GCSE Language and Structure
Assessing Student’s Skills Gaps

Miscue Analysis

https://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/content/etf1257

https://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/content/etf1257


GCSE Language and Structure
Assessing Student’s Skills Gaps

Flip Grid

Screencast-o-matic

https://info.flip.com/
https://screenpal.com/video-creation-education/


GCSE Language and Structure
Assessing Student’s Skills Gaps

Alex Quigley’s Closing the Reading Gap

Good word
reading but poor
comprehension

Good
comprehension,
but poor word

reading 

Poor word
reading and poor
comprehension

Good word
reading and

good
comprehension 
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GCSE Language and Structure
Assessment Approaches for Language and Structure

How do you assess their ability to analyse language, features
of language and structure?






Directed Activities Related to Texts also known as DARTs. These
exercises are generally used for active learning however an

activity can be used as an assessment tool. 



Directed

Activities

Related

to Texts



GCSE Language and Structure
Assessment Approaches for Language and Structure

Coggle

Mindmeister 

https://coggle.it/?lang=en-GB
https://www.mindmeister.com/?utm_source=Google_Ads&utm_medium=Paid_Search&utm_campaign=UK_en_PBPQ_GA_SS_MM&gclid=Cj0KCQjwn9CgBhDjARIsAD15h0DwwodqVmWnVYi_m0-oISOltdy3utT8E3J2fZo7E6cxW8-YQsAlkFoaApdPEALw_wcB
https://www.mindmeister.com/?utm_source=Google_Ads&utm_medium=Paid_Search&utm_campaign=UK_en_PBPQ_GA_SS_MM&gclid=Cj0KCQjwn9CgBhDjARIsAD15h0DwwodqVmWnVYi_m0-oISOltdy3utT8E3J2fZo7E6cxW8-YQsAlkFoaApdPEALw_wcB


GCSE Language and Structure
Assessment Approaches for Language and Structure

Canva

https://www.canva.com/


GCSE Language and Structure
Assessment for Learning Approaches

You can watch video clips about Assessment for Learning on
YouTube. 

Dylan Wiliam: Formative assessment

CETTa Youtube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYdVe5O7KBE
https://www.youtube.com/user/emcettvideos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYdVe5O7KBE
https://www.youtube.com/user/emcettvideos


GCSE Language and Structure
Assessment for Learning Approaches

The Practice of English Language Teaching



GCSE Language and Structure
Assessment for Learning Approaches

Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam in Inside the Black Box

https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1507217/1/Wiliam2011What2.pdf

https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1507217/1/Wiliam2011What2.pdf


GCSE Language and Structure
Best Practice Approaches to Teaching and Learning

Didactic Approach

Inductive Approach



GCSE Language and Structure
Best Practice Approaches to Teaching and Learning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXr09X86K20

You can access Professor Myhill's publications here:
https://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/education/research/centres
/writing/grammar-teacher-resources/grammaraschoice/links/

A critical feature of learning is regular practise.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXr09X86K20
https://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/education/research/centres/writing/grammar-teacher-resources/grammaraschoice/links/


GCSE Language and Structure
Best Practice Approaches to Teaching and Learning

Carol Dweck
'Principles of Developing Growth Mindset: a student's belief

that they can improve.'



https://ccpathways.co.uk/practitioner-research/otla-7/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiiEeMN7vbQ

The human brain is able to process images 60,000 times
faster than text.  Images aid learning and retention.

https://www.eib.org/en/stories/learn-with-images

https://ccpathways.co.uk/practitioner-research/otla-7/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiiEeMN7vbQ
https://www.eib.org/en/stories/learn-with-images


GCSE Language and Structure
Background Knowledge 

Professor Kate Cain who specialises in Language and Literacy
Development at Lancaster University, was a guest on one of

the Education and Endowment Foundation’s Podcasts talking
about The Reading Comprehension House she has created with

her colleagues.



https://www.podbean.com/ep/pb-y6y7i-11e82d3



What have you just
read?

What did you do?

How did you do it?

Where coudl these skills
be used elsewhere?

What will you do better
next time?

https://www.podbean.com/ep/pb-y6y7i-11e82d3


GCSE Language and Structure
Background Knowledge 

Draw a watering can to the size that will hold 5 litres.

So how can we help students to develop a broader knowledge
of life?



GCSE Language and Structure
Developing Vocabulary 

I can read this word
I can understand this word
I can use this word in a sentence
I can use another word to replace this word

Assessment approaches such as word lists for different levels in
table form with columns so students can indicate their
knowledge of the words do exist. The column headings can
include:



GCSE Language and Structure
Vocabulary Context and Meaning

80% of words in the English Language have more than one
meaning.

Model asking yourself questions such as 
“Does my interpretation of the word fit with the overall

meaning of the text?”



“Does it have any patterns similar to a word I know?”



Your sorting headings for these words could be race, colour,
weather and hair. Which words go in which categories? What

do they mean in each category? 



GCSE Language and Structure
Vocabulary Context and Meaning

How many things can you add to the beginning of the word or
the end of it to create a new word? You could have portfolio,

important, portly. Can you think of any more?



GCSE Language and Structure
Vocabulary Context and Meaning

Consider these words: interest, interested, interesting,
disinterest, disinterested, uninterest and uninteresting. What

information does the suffix or prefix give us? Can we add any
other beginnings or endings?






GCSE Language and Structure
Grammar – Vocabulary and Syntax

Dav id  Cry s ta l

"Grammar is what gives sense to language ....
sentences make words yield up their meaning.

Sentences actively create sense in language. And
the business of the study of sentences is grammar." 

https://www.azquotes.com/author/3468-David_Crystal

“The accommodation is
expensive.”

“It’s fantastic you can
accommodate me.”

Syntax is used by writers to create
literal, literary or rhetorical features.

For example “They accommodated me
but it cost an arm and a leg.”

So how much do tutors need to teach their students to help
them to understand and comment on texts?

https://www.azquotes.com/author/3468-David_Crystal


GCSE Language and Structure
Sentences and Parts of Speech

Using Timelines

It was 2.30 pm.  I had cleaned down the worktops in the kitchen  

and stopped for a break. As I boiled the kettle for a cup of tea,

I saw that Alan had left a wet patch by the door where

he had mopped the floor.

I had cleaned ... and stopped
Alan has left a wet patch ... where

he had mopped

The Past Now The Future

It was 2.30
I boiled the kettle

I saw

Analysing a piece of text by putting the action on a time line is
a good way to help students to see this. 



Examine the example provided.



GCSE Language and Structure
Sentences and Parts of Speech

Consider the list of parts of speech that could be presented to
students with the lesson introduction “Today we are going to

revise sentences.”





GCSE Language and Structure
Best Practice Teaching Reading

Whatever approach you adopt, are that students must be taught
reading and must read themselves in every lesson if they are to

develop their reading skills.



GCSE Language and Structure
Introducing Structure

The human brain is able to process images 60,000 times
faster than text.  Images aid learning and retention.

https://www.eib.org/en/stories/learn-with-images

https://www.eib.org/en/stories/learn-with-images


GCSE Language and Structure
Planning Teaching and Learning

https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2019/02/13/developing-
the-education-inspection-framework-how-we-used-cognitive-

load-theory/

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-
evaluation/projects/reciprocal-reading

https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2019/02/13/developing-the-education-inspection-framework-how-we-used-cognitive-load-theory/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/reciprocal-reading


GCSE Language and Structure
Planning Teaching and Learning

Use Pareto’s 80:20 principle whereby 20% of effort generates
80% results

https://betterexplained.com/articles/understanding-the-pareto-
principle-the-8020-rule/

https://betterexplained.com/articles/understanding-the-pareto-principle-the-8020-rule/


GCSE Language and Structure
Planning Teaching and Learning

https://www.structural-learning.com/post/the-spiral-curriculum-a-
teachers-guide

https://www.structural-learning.com/post/the-spiral-curriculum-a-teachers-guide


GCSE Language and Structure
Two Lesson Examples

Reflect on the suggestions. Make a list of everything the
students learned or recapped. Consider the role of the tutor in
these two lessons and compare it to your current practice.



GCSE Language and Structure
Two Lesson Examples

Using a timeline to analyse chronology. This can be taught
alongside verb tenses which can be a mistake in students
writing. 

Using Timelines

It was 2.30 pm.  I had cleaned down the worktops in the kitchen  

and stopped for a break. As I boiled the kettle for a cup of tea,

I saw that Alan had left a wet patch by the door where

he had mopped the floor.

I had cleaned ... and stopped
Alan has left a wet patch ... where

he had mopped

The Past Now The Future

It was 2.30
I boiled the kettle

I saw

One for the future, one for the present, one for the past simple
and one for the past perfect.



GCSE Language and Structure
Two Lesson Examples

Can you think of any other graphic organisers students could
use to sort and collate structure features?



GCSE Language and Structure

AO2: use language to support writer’s view; how writer’s
achieve effects and how writer’s influence the readers.

Best Practice Teaching Reading



GCSE Language and Structure
Teaching and Learning Approaches

Pobble

Commonlit

https://www.pobble.com/
https://www.commonlit.org/en


GCSE Language and Structure
Teaching and Learning Approaches

Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/


GCSE Language and Structure
Teaching and Learning Approaches

Assessment for Learning and Developing Writing

https://ccpathways.co.uk/practitioner-research/otla-7/cluster-1/


GCSE Language and Structure
Teaching Language Features 

“explain and analyse how writers achieve effects”

“How does the writer try to interest and engage the reader? You
should include the writer’s use of language and the effect on the

reader.”



GCSE Language and Structure
Types of Inferred Meaning

Dickens starts ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ with the pronoun “it” which
usually refers back to a noun previously mentioned in the text. 



Why has Dickens disrupted the reader’s expectations by

breaking this rule? 



“Bob kicked the ball. The team jumped on him in celebration."



GCSE Language and Structure
Generalising Skills in a GCSE context

“How does the writer use language to show how the man
feels?” 






GCSE Language and Structure
Generalising Skills in a GCSE context

Geof f  Pe t t y

“Generic skills are mini key skills. They are any
repeated and demanding activity near the top of

Bloom’s Taxonomy, which the subject or the
assessment system requires. Examples include

writing an essay, assignment, report etc.”



GCSE Language and Structure
Note Taking and Annotation

When were you taught how to take notes or how to annotate a
text? 

Step 1
Student to read the question before the text.

Step 3
Add a note in the margin about the words, phrases, sentences or

features highlighted

Step 2
Use different coloured highlighters on specific parts.



GCSE Language and Structure
Creating a Plan from the Notes

From the notes the students then need to be shown how to
translate these into a plan. They can use any plan format
that works for them: mind map, list, sticky notes.

Step 1
Teach them how to plan.

That comprises collating all the ideas for what is going to be
written. 

Step 3
Decide what order to put the clusters in.

Step 2
Cluster like information together.



GCSE Language and Structure
Phasing the Teaching and Learning

“Identify two features of language that show how the
writer feels.”



Discuss the features and possible answers noting
them on the board, create a sentence or two that

responds to the question.

Write one or two sentences about the impact of
the features in the text.

Collect all the sentences and get the students to
critique each one

Start to combine prior learning into longer answers
combining lots of elements from what they have

learned.

Don’t forget to include the highlighting, noting and annotation
and writing a plan throughout so that when you come to revision

they are including these processes automatically. 



GCSE Language and Structure
Students as Examiners

Working as a whole class you can present an answer to a question on the
whiteboard. It is a good idea to give students a copy too so they can

make notes and highlight as the activity progresses.

Ask the students to review the mark scheme then identify where the
answer has met the criteria.

Whole class activity this would work well with the tutor acting as
prompter, asking questions and guiding the students to the right places.

Feedback using discussion, and ask the pairs to justify their opinions. 
This kind of activity promotes deep learning.

Give students 3 examples of answers to a question and get them to rank
them and give reasons for the choices. 



GCSE Language and Structure
Students as Examiners

What I have done?
How I did it?
How I will improve next time?
Where else I can use this skill?



GCSE Language and Structure
Other Resources

https://ccpathways.co.uk/practitioner-research/otla-6/project-9/9c/

https://ccpathways.co.uk/practitioner-research/otla-6/project-9/9c/


GCSE Language and Structure
Overview of the Approach

Wi l l i am Emeny

“seeing the complexity of the connectivity of the
topics also reinforces how difficult it is to come up
with a sequential syllabus. It shows the importance
of good AFL in lessons to establish whether pupils

are secure with all the necessary prior learning
before teaching them a new topic."

Display link from footnote

http://www.greatmathsteachingideas.com/2014/01/05/youve-never-
seen-the-gcse-maths-curriculum-like-this-before/

http://www.greatmathsteachingideas.com/2014/01/05/youve-never-seen-the-gcse-maths-curriculum-like-this-before/


GCSE Language and Structure
Addressing the Basics

Why did Harper Lee use shorter paragraphs at the end of the
extract? What impact did it have on you?



GCSE Language and Structure
Curriculum Design

Spiral Approach

The Spiral Curriculum. Research into Practice

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED538282


W e  h a v e  a  r a n g e  o f  o t h e r  p r o g r a m m e s  t o
s u p p o r t  G C S E  r e s i t  l e a r n e r s  p o s t - 1 6 .

Enjoyed these
sessions?

H a v e  s o m e  q u e s t i o n s ?
R e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e  t e a m  b y  e m a i l

g c s e e n g l i s h @ c r e a t i v e e d u c a t i o n . c o . u k

Developing Writers at
GCSE – Writing for the
Exam and Raising the

Level

Comparing Texts at GCSE
– A Step by Step Approach

to Teaching Skills and
Answering Questions

Empowering Students to
Achieve in GCSE English:

Changing Approaches in the
Classroom

GCSE Reading –
Supporting Your Students

to Progress

Creating Writers at GCSE
– Enabling Students to

Comparing Texts at GCSE
and Processes that Deliver

Success

mailto:gcseenglish@creativeeducation.co.uk

